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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(c), Applicant brings to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed after the events recited in Section 1.97(b) but, to the undersigned's 
knowledge, before the mailing date of either of Final action, Quayle action, or a Notice of 
Allowance. Under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), this Information Disclosure Statement 
includes certification as specified by 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e). 

Each document listed in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a 
communication from the Japan Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application, and this 
Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the mailing date of that 
communication. The documents were cited in a Japanese Office Action related to the above- 
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identified U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/784,171. For the Examiner's convenience, a 
copy of the Japanese Office Action in which these documents were cited is attached. 

In accordance with the waiver dated July 11, 2003, issued by the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, copies of U.S. patents and published applications cited herein have been 
omitted since this application has been filed after June 30, 2003. 

The Examiner is requested to consider the attached document in connection with the 
above-identified application and to return a copy of Form PTO-1449 to the Applicants with the 
Examiner's initials in the spaces provided. 

Submission of this Information Disclosure Statement does not constitute an admission by 
the Applicants as to the materiality of the attached documents to the application, nor do the 
Applicants waive any right to challenge the validity of the documents as prior art should such 
action be deemed appropriate. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Demetra Smith-Stewart 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 47,354 



Roylance, Abrams, Berdo & Goodman, L.L.P. 
1300 19 th Street, N.W., Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20036-2680 
(202) 659-9076 
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WO 00/10355 
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Other Documents (including Arthur, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc. 








♦EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw Line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



